=========================================  “Service above Self”  ======================================

 ROTARY    [image: image1.png]


              [image: image2.png]joauig




     CLUB
CONNECTICUT






MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT 7890

======================================================================================================

Fall, 2007

Parents,


We all know how enriched our lives are by our children. They each bring to us their enthusiasm, talents, gifts, view points, challenges and joys which are unique and special to each one. Children have a way of sharing and revealing things in life through their young eyes, giving us new perspective and dimension, and that 

“joie di vie” that children express so well.


So imagine now how exciting it might be to open your home and your hearts to a child from another country for 3-4 months. You will learn about other cultures and may even wet your appetite for foreign travel in the future. Many of you may have that opportunity very soon.


The Rotary Club sponsors students aged 15½ -18½ from all over the world for a period of about 10 months. They are here as ambassadors. After passing a rigorous screening process they are granted the opportunity to come to our area to attend high school and improve their English language skills while living as a member of a local family.


Currently the Rotary Club is looking for interested families who would like to add some international culture and dimension to their lives while sharing their own family traditions and daily routines to help enrich the experience of these exceptional young people.


Families would provide room and board for the student for 3 or 4 months while helping him/her assimilate into family, school, and community life here in South County. The students are expected to abide by all of the rules and responsibilities that parents hold their own children to, and in addition, they are not permitted to drink alcohol, date, or drive a vehicle.  

The world becomes a smaller, friendlier place when we learn that all people - regardless of nationality - desire the same basic things: a safe, comfortable environment that allows for a rich and satisfying life for themselves and for their children.  The Rotary Youth Exchange program provides hundreds of young people with the opportunity to meet people from other lands and to experience their cultures, thus planting the seeds for a lifetime of international understanding, the most powerful ingredient necessary for peace on earth.


We are excited by the opportunity to attract such young, exceptional ambassadors to our local community and to our schools, and we hope many of you will share our enthusiasm. All of our lives are enriched by the experience.


If you are interested please return the form below. For further information please contact Dr. Robert J. VanWyck, Litchfield-Morris District Rotary Youth Exchange Chairperson at 860-567-4004. You can also contact me via e-mail at rjvanwyck@yahoo.com or P.O. Box 1270, Litchfield, CT, 06759. We will call you back to answer any questions.

Robert J. VanWyck

Litchfield-Morris District Rotary Youth Exchange Committee Chairperson
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